Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


CROP^S  AND  MARKETS 


FOR  RELEASE  MONDAY,  JANUARY  6,  1958 


VOLUME  76 


CONTENTS 


NUMBER  1 


PAGE 

COTTON 

Sweden  Increases  Cotton  Imports   jj 

Portugal  Imports  More  U.  S.  Cotton   1} 

Switzerland's  Imports  of  U.  S.  Cotton  Highest  in  30  Years   12 

Yugoslav  Cotton  Imports  Down  in  1956-57   i4 

DAIRY  AND  POULTRY  PRODUCTS 

West  Germany  Importing  Large  Quantities  of  Butter  and  Cheese   5 

Argentine  Dairy  Group  Asks  for  Resumption  of  Butter  Exports   8 

Canadian  Milk  Production  Higher  in  1957    8 

Venezuela  Opening  New  Milk  Pasteurization  Plant   %  9 

World  Butter  and  Cheese  Prices    l5 

FATS,  OILSEEDS,  AND  OILS 

U.  S.  Edible  Oil,  Cake  and  Meal  Exports  Fall  Sharply  in  November   13 

Uruguay  Expects  Increased  Oilseed  Output  in  1957-58   16 

FOREIGN  TRADE  DEVELOPMENTS 

Japan's  "Big  9"  Imports  Up  in  September   6 

FRUITS,  VEGETABLES,  AND  NUTS 

Australian  Deciduous  Fruit  Outlook  Favorable   17 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  SEEDS,  AND  FEEDS 

South  Vietnam  Sets  Rice  Export  Goal   9 

Italy's  Rice  Crop  Down  2  Percent    10 

Japanese  Purchase  Foreign  Rice    10 

Canadian  Wheat  Exports  in  1957-58  May  Exceed  300  Million  Bushels   18 

(Continued  on  following  page) 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


2 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  76,  No.  1 


CONTENTS 
(Continued  from  Cover  Page) 


Page 


LIVESTOCK  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS  ^ 

Finland  Exports  Pork  to  Czechoslovakia  ..  

Lard  Production  in  Canada  Down  for  January-September  1957   5 

Morocco  To  Ship  Meat  To  Red  China  •   2 

Argentine  Wool  Production  Estimated  by  Quality  Groups  

TOBACCO                                                       m    _.  o 

Canadian  Leaf  Tobacco  Usings  Continue  To  Rise....   0 

Sales  of  Filter-Tip  Cigarettes  Increasing  in  U.  K   3 

Spanish  Cigarette  Output  Up  k  Percent   j> 

Swiss  1957  Tobacco  Crop  Down   . 

Australian  Tobacco  Growers  Receive  Lower  Prices  

00O00 


FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS 

Published  weekly  to  assist  the  foreign  marketing  of  U.  S.  farm  prod- 
ucts by  keeping  the  Nation's  agricultural  interests  informed  of  cur- 
rent crop  and  livestock  developments  abroad,  foreign  trends  in  pro- 
duction, prices,  supplies  and  consumption  of  farm  products,  and  other 
factors  affecting  world  agricultural  trade.  Circulation  is  free  to 
persons  in  the  United  States . 

Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  is  distributed  only  upon  a  request  basis. 
Should  you  find  you  have  no  need  for  this  publication,  please  tear 
off  the  addressograph  imprint  with  your  name  and  address,  pencil 
"drop"  upon  it,  and  send  it  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Room 
5918 >  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 


976835 

January  6,  1958  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


3 


CANADIAN  LEAF  TOBACCO 
USINGS  CONTINUE  TO  RISE 

Canadian  usings  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  9  months 
of  1957  amounted  to  87.5  million  pounds,  5.7  million  more  than  in  the 
comparable  period  last  year. 

Usings  of  flue-cured  and  cigar  leaf  were  7.1+  and  11.8  percent  above 
the  January-September  1956  levels  of  71.8  and  5.0  million  pounds,  respec- 
tively.   Usings  of  Burley,  at  3«^  million  pounds,  were  about  the  same  as 
last  year,  while  usings  of  dark  air-  and  fire-cured  and  pipe  tobaccos 
were  below  the  first  9  months  of  1956.    Total  usings  of  leaf  tobacco  in 
Canada  for  the  calendar  year  1957 ,  based  upon  current  usings,  may  approxi- 
mate 117  million  pounds,  or  about  6  percent  more  than  the  1956  level  of 
110.1+  million. 

Stocks  of  domestic  leaf  on  September  30,  1957,  totaled  1^+6.7  million 

pounds,  slightly  below  stocks  of  I56.O  million  for  the  same  month  a  year 

ago.    Stocks  of  all  types,  except  Bur ley,  were  below  September  30,  1956 

levels.    Stocks  of  Bur ley  were  about  3  percent  larger  than  last  year. 
» 

SALES  OF  FILTER -TIP  CIGARETTES 
INCREASING  IN  U.  K. 

The  Financial  Times  of  London  reports  that  filter-tips  now  make  up 
6  to  7  percent  of  total  cigarette  sales  in  the  United  Kingdom.    This  is 
about  double  the  proportion  of  recent  years.    In  some  areas,  the  per- 
centage is  much  higher j  in  London,  filters  comprise  about  15  percent  of 
cigarette  sales. 

One  of  the  major  reasons  for  the  increase  in  filter-tip  use  is  the 
lower  price.    A  pack  of  20  "regular"  cigarettes  sells  for  the  equivalent 
of  52  U.  S.  cents,  while  "regular" -size  filters  cost  about  9  U.  S.  cents 
less.    Another  reason  advanced  is  the  recent  publicity  in  the  United 
Kingdom  on  the  supposedly  adverse  effects  of  smoking.    The  effect  of  this 
publicity,  however,  is  difficult  to  gauge,  because  there  is  sharp  regional 
variation  in  demand  for  filter  cigarettes.    Filters  are  also  very  popular 
with  women  smokers. 

SPANISH  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
UP  k  PERCENT 

Cigarette  output  in  Spain  during  January -April  1957;  totaling  5.5 
billion  pieces,  was  up  about  h  percent  from  the  5.3  billion  produced  in 
the  same  period  of  1956.    Production  of  cigars  amounted  to  35. 5  million 
pieces,  compared  with  27.2  million  last  year.     Output  of  smoking  and  cut 
tobacco  was  28  percent  below  the  January -April  1956  level  of  10.1  million 
pounds . 
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SWISS  1957  TOBACCO 
CROP  DOWN 

The  1957  tobacco  harvest  in  Switzerland  is  estimated  at  k.O  million 
pounds  from  2,720  acres,  compared  with  the  1956  harvest  of  h.h  million 
from  2,880  acres.    The  1957  growing  seas  01^  was  relatively  unfavorable, 
and  the  crop  was  damaged  by  hail  and  flood. 

Tobacco  production  in  Switzerland  has  been  declining  since  19^5 • 
The  number  of  growers  has  steadily  decreased  because  of  labor  shortage. 
The  number  of  growers  in  1957  was  estimated  at  ^,300,  compared  with  ^-,769 
in  1953.    The  average  price  received  by  growers  has  also  declined.  The 
average  price  for  the  1956  crop  was  equivalent  to  32.1  U.  S.  cents  per 
pound,  or  12.2  percent  below  the  1953  average  of  36.5  U.  S.  cents.  Prices 
for  the  1957  crop  are  not  currently  available,  but  are  believed  to  be 
slightly  below  those  of  1956. 

AUSTRALIAN  TOBACCO  GROWERS 
RECEIVE  LOWER  PRICES 

The  average  price  received  by  Australian  farmers  for  the  tobacco 
crop  sold  in  1957  was  U.  S.  $1.19  per  pound.    This  was  6.7  U.  S.  cents 
per  pound  less  than  was  received  in  1956  and  well  below  the  1955  average 
of  approximately  U.  S.  $1.30  per  pound.    Grower  representatives  are  dis- 
turbed about  the  lower  prices  and  believe  they  are  due  to  insufficient  com- 
petition among  companies  buying  the  leaf.    They  also  fear  that  lower 
prices  will  discourage  expansion  of  tobacco  production.    Tobacco  growing 
is  rather  hazardous  in  Australia,  and  crops  realized  must  pay  a  good  re- 
turn or  farmers  will  turn  to  crops  bringing  more  stable  returns. 

In  order  for  manufacturers  to  obtain  tariff  concessions  on  imported 
leaf,  they  must  use  minimum  percentages  of  domestic  leaf.    These  percentage 
requirements  have  been  progressively  increased.    Tobacco  manufacturers 
contend,  therefore,  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  reduce  prices  paid  for 
domestic  leaf  because  a  point  has  been  reached  where  the  concessional  duty 
on  imported  tobacco  does  not  allow  enough  margin  to  pay  high  prices  for 
the  larger  quantities  of  domestic  leaf  now  required. 


FINLAND  EXPORTS  PORK  TO 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Finland  sold  about  1.3  million  pounds  of  frozen  pork  to  Czechoslovakia 
during  October  1957.    Owing  to  continued  large  supplies  of  pork,  exporta- 
tion of  an  additional  0.8  million  pounds  was  authorized  in  mid-November. 
Finnish  exporters  are  having  trouble  marketing  pork  as  a  result  of  heavy 
production  throughout  Europe.    To  expedite  exports,  a  subsidy  of  111. 50 
Finnmarks  per  kilogram  ($0.16  per  pound)  was  paid. 
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LARD  PRODUCTION  IN  CANADA  DOWN 
FOR  JANUARY -SEPTEMBER  1957 

Lard  production  in  Canada  for  the  first  9  months  of  1957  totaled 
66.h  million  pounds.    This  is  about  an  l8-percent  drop  from  the  80.9 
million  pounds  produced  during  the  same  period  in  19 56.    The  decline  in 
lard  production  reflects  a  sharp  drop  in  hog  slaughter,  which  in  the 
January -September  period  was  running  about  12  percent  below  last  year's 
level. 

MOROCCO  TO  SHIP  MEAT 
TO  RED  CHINA 

Morocco  plans  to  ship  10  million  pounds  of  frozen  mutton  and  10  mil- 
lion pounds  of  frozen  goat  meat  to  Communist  China  during  October  1957- 
September  1958  under  a  recent  trade  agreement.    Commodities  included  under 
the  agreement  were  announced  by  the  Moroccan  Ministry  of  National  Economy. 

Communist  China  has  been  suffering  from  an  acute  shortage  of  meat 
during  the  past  year,  as  a  result  of  livestock  losses  during  the  collecti- 
vization of  farms,  grain  shortages  after  requirements  for  human  needs  have 
been  satisfied,  and  floods  which  have  reduced  grain  production. 

Communist  China  plans  to  send  Morocco  tea,  cotton  and  silk  fabrics, 
ginger,  cinnamon,  machinery,  handicraft  items,  and  some  other  materials. 

WEST  GERMANY  IMPORTING  LARGE  QUANTITIES 
OF  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE 

The  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  imported  75*0  million  pounds  of  butter 
in  the  first  9  months  of  1957.    This  was  in  contrast  to  the  same  period 
of  1956  when  imports  were  U6.8  million  pounds.    During  the  current  year, 
the  principal  suppliers  were  Denmark  (23.9  million  pounds),  Sweden  (15. 7 
million  pounds),  the  Netherlands  (ll.l  million  pounds),  Australia  (5-7 
million  pounds)  and  New  Zealand  (3.5  million  pounds).    No  shipments  were 
made  by  the  United  States  in  this  period. 

A  further  authorization  covering  imports  of  approximately  10  million 
pounds  of  butter  up  to  January  20,  1958,  has  been  issued.    Of  this  quantity, 
Denmark  will  supply  2.7  million  pounds,  the  Netherlands  and  Sweden  2.0 
million  pounds  each. 

From  January  through  September  1957,  West  German  cheese  imports 
amounted  to  I38.I  million  pounds,  an  increase  of  17.^  million  pounds  over 
comparable  1956.    Most  of  the  1957  imports  came  from  the  Netherlands  (6O.5 
million  pounds)  and  Denmark  (57.3  million  pounds).    Other  supplying  coun- 
tries were  Switzerland,  Finland,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Italy. 
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ARGENTINE  WOOL  PRODUCTION 
ESTIMATED  BY  QUALITY  GROUPS 

The  Argentine  Wool  Federation  recently  published  its  estimates  of 
Argentine  wool  production  by  quality  groups  for  the  1957-58  season  (Octo- 
ber-September).   Nearly  all  of  the  ^-percent  increase  in  wool  production 
this  season  is  accounted  for  by  the  coarse  crossbred  type  of  wool.  Coarse 
crossbred  production  has  increased  19  percent  since  195^+-55.    This  wool  is 
mainly  carpet  wool,  and  Argentina  is  the  principal  supplier  of  U.  S.  car- 
pet wools. 

WOOL:    Argentina,  production  by  main  types,  greasy 
basis,  195^-55  to  1957-58 


 Type  I  195^-55  I  1955-56  I  1956-57  I  1957-58 

•  •  •  • 
■  •  •  • 

Fine,  Merino,  and  Prime  :         77  :  Qk  :  96  :  9U 

Fine  crossbred  :       ihl  :  135  :  1^9  ::  152 

Medium  Crossbred  :         ^0  :  36  :  35  :  37 

Coarse  crossbred  :       106  :  106  :  112  :  125 

•  •  •  • 

Total  I        36^  I  361  ;'  392  ;  k0Q 

The  Economic  Survey  (Buenos  Aires)  of  December  17  published  esti- 


mates of  exportable  surpluses  for  the  h  years  shown  above.    The  supply 
available  for  export  in  1957-58  is  estimated  at  36^  million  pounds,  com- 
pared with  33U  million  pounds  in  1956-57.    The  exportable  surplus  of 
coarse  crossbred  wool  during  the  same  periods  is  estimated  at  1^1  million 
pounds  and  122  million  pounds,  respectively. 

JAPAN'S  "BIG  9"  IMPORTS  UP  IN  SEPTEMBER 

Japan's  imports  of  "Big  9"  agricultural  items  from  all  sources  re- 
covered somewhat  in  September.    But  the  total  value  of  these  imports  dur- 
ing the  third  quarter  of  1957  was  only  $19^.^  million- -the  lowest  level 
for  any  quarter  since  October-December  195*+ •    This  is  off  2k  percent  from 
the  April- June  total  and  21  percent  below  the  corresponding  period  of  1956. 

"Big  9"  imports  from  the  United  States  in  September  showed  a  marked 
decline  (compared  to  August)  in  cotton,  and  smaller  declines  in  tallow  and 
barley.    These  were  more  than  offset  by  a  sharp  rise  in  wheat  and  substan- 
tial increases  in  soybeans,  corn,  and  hides  and  skins. 

The  third-quarter  total  is  below  both  the  preceding  quarter  and  the 
July-September  1956  level.    However,  because  of  heavy  imports  from  the 
United  States  during  the  first  6  months  of  1957,  the  January-September 
level  is  well  above  the  corresponding  months  for  1956.    This  increase  is 
accounted  for  by  greater  imports  of  cotton,  wheat,  corn,  and  tallow.  It 
appears  more  than  likely  that  Japan's  "Big  9"  imports  from  the  United  States 
in  1957  will  substantially  exceed  the  levels  of  1955  and  1956. 
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JAPAN:    Agricultural  imports,  from  all  sources,  and  from 
the  United  States,  January-September  1955-57 


QUANTITY 


1955 


1956 


1957 


Commodity 


Total 


From 
U.  S. 


Total 


U^°S.  :  Total 
t 


From 
U.  S. 


t 

Wheat  *  1,790 

Rice  .  *  9^6 

Barley  :  1*30 

Corn  •  :  26h 

Tobacco..........  x  6 

Hides  and  skins.  :  1*9 

Soybeans  i  630 

Cotton  2/3/  :  1,1*78 

Tallow  x  87 


1,000  metric  tons 


892 
169 
190 
187 

% 

1*38 
51U 
71 


1,61*0 
61*0 
692 
195 
It 
57 
622 
2,031 
83 


683  i 

1,609 

• 
• 

955 

18  i 

290 

* 
• 

1 

2hl  i 

661 

• 
• 

113 

77  J 

369 

: 

197 

2 

• 
• 

y 

56 

• 
• 

39 

1*56  : 

621 

t 

14*5 

706  : 

2,128 

1 

1,188 

Ih  x 

99 

: 

81 

VALUE 


-  Million  dollars  -  --  --  --  --  -- 

Wheat  :  131.9  »  61*. 3  «  118.5  1  1*7.5  *  119.3  «  71.1* 

Rice  :  11*8.6  *  29.9  *  91.2  :  3.0  :  39.3  *  0.1 

Barley  t     30.6  :  12.9  »  1*6.3  «  16.  J*  s  1*5.2  :  7.0 

Corn  :     20.0  :  ll*.2  *  11*.  3  *  5.8  *  26.7  *  1U.0 

Tobacco  x       7.1  «  2/  :  6.3  *  jj/  «  1*.3  *  1/ 

Hides  and  skins  x      17.0  t  12.5  *  22.1*  :  U*.2  :  22.6  :  ll*.3 

Soybeans  :     78.3  1  52.3  *  73.9  «  52.9  «  73.2  :  52.1 

Cotton  3/  «  270.8  :  95.3  *  338.1  :  120.1*  «  330.0  :  177.8 

Tallow..  :     18. 9  «  3JU.8  »  17.6  :  15.7  *  21.1+  «  17.1* 


Total  !    723.2  I    728.6    *.  —     \  682.0  .  — 

:=  i  1  1  ;  : 

Total  (excl.             •  t  x  x  x  x 

tobacco)*             *    716.1  :  296.2    1  722.3    *  275.9    5  677.7  J  35U.1 

:  :  t  :  :  : 


1/   Not  available. 

2/    1,000  bales  of  1*80  pounds  net. 

3/   Data  for  1955  include  small  amounts  of  carded  and  combed  cotton. 
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ARGENTINE  DAIRY  GROUP  ASKS  FOR 
RESUMPTION  OF  BUTTER  EXPORTS 

Argentina's  Dairy  Industry  Association  has  requested  the  Ministry 
of  Industry  and  Commerce  to  establish  export  quotas  for  butter.  Since 
the  ban  on  butter  exports  went  into  effect  in  June  1957 ,  Argentina  has 
not  exported  any  butter  other  than  small  shipments  to  Peru  and  the  United 
Kingdom  to  meet  prior  contract  obligations. 

Domestic  supplies  of  butter  are  now  adequate  to  warrant  removal  of 
the  export  ban,  according  to  the  association.    Estimated  November  butter 
production  was  13.2  million  pounds,  of  which  7.5  million  pounds  were 
consumed  domestically,  leaving  a  surplus  of  5.5  million  pounds  which  could 
be  made  available  for  export.    The  association  believes  that  the  November 
production  and  utilization  pattern  will  continue  through  March  1958. 

CANADIAN  MILK  PRODUCTION 
HIGHER  IN  1957 

Milk  production  in  Canada  during  1957  is  expected  to  total  17.^ 
billion  pounds,  roughly  100  million  pounds  above  the  1956  level.  Early 
data  had  indicated  a  decline  in  total  output  in  1957 >  as  production  in 
5  of  the  first  6  months  was  lower  than  for  the  comparable  months  in  1956. 
Improvement  in  output  in  the  last  half  of  1957  is  due  primarily  to  excellent 
pasture  conditions  which  prevailed  throughout  Canada  during  the  fall  months. 
This  situation  resulted  in  higher  production  per  cow  and  in  a  higher  per- 
centage of  cows  being  milked.    Dairy  cattle  entered  the  winter  season  in 
good  condition,  and  the  feed  situation- -except  in  Nova  Scotia--was  con- 
sidered satisfactory. 

Creamery  butter  production  in  the  first  11  months  was  290  million 
pounds,  only  1  percent  less  than  the  1956  rate  of  output.    Butter  stocks 
are  down  considerably  from  the  high  levels  of  the  past  2  years,  and  butter 
prices  have  moved  upward  in  recent  months. 

Production  of  Cheddar  cheese  for  the  January-November  period  totaled 
90  million  pounds,  11  percent  above  the  rate  of  production  during  the 
comparable  period  in  1956.    Domestic  disappearance  for  the  first  10  months 
was  only  1  million  pounds  higher  than  last  year.    Stocks  of  cheese  on 
December  1,  1957 >  amounted  to  5^.1  million  pounds,  12  million  pounds  above 
stocks  on  December  1,  1956. 

The  Ontario  Cheese  Producers'  Marketing  Board  and  trade  officials 
have  recently  reached  an  agreement  whereby  the  minimum  price  of  Ontario 
Cheddar  cheese  is  to  be  reduced  from  3k  to  32  cents  per  pound.    The  Market- 
ing Board  felt  that  a  lower  price  would  tend  to  reduce  production  and  en- 
courage reduction  of  the  present  heavy  supplies. 

Production  of  skim  milk  powder  in  the  first  11  months  totaled  111. 3 
million  pounds,  U7  percent  above  production  for  this  period  in  1956.  Al- 
though disappearance  has  increased,  stocks  of  dried  skim  milk  on  November  1, 
1957;  were  more  than  double  stocks  on  November  1,  1956. 
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VENEZUELA  OPENING  NEW  MILK 
PASTEURIZATION  PLANT 

A  new  milk  pasteurization  plant,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  100,000 
liters  (220,i+60  pounds),  is  scheduled  to  begin  operation  in  Maracaibo, 
Venezuela,  by  the  end  of  January  1958.    Plans  are  under  way  to  add  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream  to  plant  activities  within  the  year.    The  inau- 
guration of  this  plant  will  make  a  total  of  17  milk  pasteurization  plants 
in  Venezuela. 

SOUTH  VIETNAM  SETS 
RICE  EXPORT  GOAL 

South  Vietnam's  export  goal  for  rice  in  calendar  year  1958  is  set 
officially  at  250,000  metric  tons.    This  amount  includes  milled  rice  and 
all  grades  of  broken  rice.    Government  officials  and  representatives  of 
various  rice  interests  held  a  meeting  in  late  November  to  outline  export 
policy  for  the  new  year. 

Registration  of  country  buyers  is  calculated  to  insure  maintenance 
of  purchases  at  official  prices.    Penalties  are  provided  for  price  in- 
fractions on  the  part  of  country  buyers,  and  refusal  without  adequate 
reason  to  purchase  paddy  offered  by  farmers  is  also  subject  to  punishment. 
These  regulations  exclude  country-buying  for  domestic  consumption. 

Exports  of  about  76,000  metric  tons  of  rice  from  July  through  October 
brought  total  exports  during  the  January- October  1957  period  to  176,000 
metric  tons.    Small  additional  exports  were  in  prospect  for  the  remain- 
ing 2  months,  so  the  lower  limit  of  the  officially  estimated  exports  of 
200,000  to  250,000  metric  tons  in  1957  may  be  reached. 

Almost  65  percent  of  all  exports  in  the  January-October  period  were 
to  France  and  other  countries  in  the  French  Union.    Exports  to  Japan  and 
Pakistan  were  20,000  tons  each,  and  over  1^,000  tons  went  to  the  Philippine 
Republic.    The  remainder  was  exported  to  Singapore,  Indonesia,  Korea,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Hong  Kong,  and  Belgium. 

Quality  of  rice  exports  from  South  Vietnam  improved  in  the  last  half 
of  1957.    Broken  rice  and  flour  accounted  for  about  60  percent  of  all  ship- 
ments in  the  January-June  period,  but  from  July  through  October  these  grades 
made  up  only  20  percent  of  total  exports.    It  appears  that  a  tightening 
world  supply  situation  about  the  middle  of  the  year  helped  South  Vietnam 
to  move  its  higher-priced  grades  of  rice. 

The  export  price  of  rice  in  Saigon  has  increased  sharply  in  recent 
months.    From  an  early  June  low  of  $100  per  metric  tons  (fyk.^h  per  100 
pounds)  for  No.  1,  25-percent  broken  rice,  the  official  minimum  export 
price  by  the  end  of  October  rose  to  $128  per  ton  ($5«8l  per  100  pounds). 
A  more  modest  price  advance,  of  only  5*5  percent,  is  reported  for  broken 
Nos.  1  and  2  over  the  same  period. 
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ITALY'S  RICE  CROP 
DOWN  2  PERCENT 

Italy's  rice  crop  of  1957  is  now  estimated  at  63^,900  metric  tons 
(1,^00  million  pounds)  of  rough  rice,  a  decline  of  2  percent  from  the 
6U8,300  tons  (1,1+30  million  pounds)  produced  in  1956.    The  decrease  was 
due  to  a  reduction  in  area  planted  and  to  unfavorable  weather  both  in 
the  spring  and  again  later  in  the  season. 

Rough  rice  stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  1957-58  rice  marketing 
year  (September  16 -September  15)  were  about  100,000  metric  tons  lower 
than  a  year  earlier,  even  though  exports  in  recent  months  were  the  small- 
est in  several  years  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  December  30 )• 

RICE  (ROUGH):    Italian  supply  and  distribution, 
September  16,  1956-September  15,  1957 


Item 


Quantity 


Item  '  Quantity 

|  Metric  tons 

Consumption  :  1+90,000 

Exports  :  257,  1+00 

Stocks,  September  15,  : 

1957  :  190,800 

Distribution  ;  938,200 


Stocks,  September  16, 

1956  

Production,  1956  


Supply. 


Metric  tons 


289,900 
6^8,300 


938,200 


JAPANESE  PURCHASE 
FOREIGN  RICE 


In  mid-December,  the  Japanese  Food  Agency  accepted  tenders  for  rice 
imports  as  follows:    on  December  13,  for  60,000  metric  tons  from  Egypt, 
on  open  account,  with  16,000  tons  to  be  shipped  from  January  through 
March,  and  l+l+,000  tons  from  April  through  May.    The  estimated  f.o.b. 
price  is  $126.1+5  per  metric  ton,  plus  freight  $12.50  ($5-7^  per  100 
pounds,  plus  freight  57  cents). 

On  December  17,  tenders  were  accepted  for  (l)  1+0,000  metric  tons 
from  Spain,  to  be  shipped  by  May  31,  with  the  estimated  f.o.b.  price  at 
$133.70  per  metric  ton,  plus  freight  $12. 60  ($6.06  per  100  pounds,  plus 
freight  57  cents);  (2)  30,000  metric  tons  from  Italy,  to  be  shipped  by 
March  31,  with  the  estimated  f.o.b.  price  at  hhQ,  plus  freight  $12.00 
($6.00  per  100  pounds,  plus  freight  5I+  cents).    These  purchases  were  all 
that  were  being  contemplated  from  the  above  sources  for  the  time  being. 

On  December  9,  the  Japanese  agreed  tc  buy  150,000  metric  tons  of  rice 
from  Taiwan  for  the  second  half  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1958* 
On  December  10,  tenders  were  accepted  for  50,000  metric  tons  to  be  shipped 
in  December  and  January,  with  the  estimated  f.o.b.  price  at  $ll+7.50  per 
metric  ton,  plus  freight  $5.00  ($6.67  per  100  pounds,  plus  freight  23  cents). 
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A  commitment  with  Burma  was  recently  announced  for  calendar  year 
1958  for  the  purchase  by  Japan  of  50,000  metric  tons  of  long-grain  rice 
to  he  shipped  from  February  through  April.    The  estimated  f.o.b.  price  is 
hkl-2-0  per  metric  ton  ($5.13  cents  per  100  pounds). 

SWEDEN  INCREASES 
COTTON  IMPOSTS 

Sweden  imporced  153>000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  during 
August-July  1956-57,  29  percent  above  1955-56  imports  of  119,000  bales, 
and  15  percent  higher  than  195^-55  imports  of  133*000  bales.  Imports 
of  United  States  cotton  were  106,000  bales  in  1956-57,  the  largest 
quantity  from  this  source  in  nearly  20  years,  and  about  twice  the  volume 
of  any  recent  year. 

Imports  from  principal  sources  in  1956-57*  with  comparable  1955-56 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:    United  States  106,000  bales  (26,000); 
Mexico  27,000  (ij-7,000);  Peru  6,000  (2,000);  Belgian  Congo  5,000  ( 10,000); 
Brazil  ^,000  (l^f-,000);  and  Egypt  1,000  (U,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  1956-57  was  UP  ^  percent  from  the  previous 
year,  amounting  to  1^0,000  bales  in  comparison  with  135,000  in  1955-56. 
Improved  consumer  demand  was  the  principal  factor  in  increased  cotton 
consumption,  and  the  upward  trend  was  expected  to  continue  into  1957-58' 

Consumption  during  the  first  3  months  of  the  1957-58  season  was 
^0,000  bales,  up  5  percent  from  the  38,000  bales  consumed  a  year  earlier. 
Imports  during  August-October  1957*  however,  were  down  from  the  previous 
year,  amounting  to  only  23,000  bales.    They  were  28,000  bales  in  August- 
October  1956. 

The  higher  consumption  rate  and  lower  imports  caused  a  corresponding 
reduction  in  stocks.    These  were  8^,000  bales  on  October  31*  1957*  compared 
with  101,000  on  August  1,  1957.    Stocks  on  August  1,  1956,  were  88,000  bales. 

PORTUGAL  IMPORTS 
MORE  U.  S.  COTTON 

Portugal's  imports  of  91*000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  of  United 
States  cotton  in  August- July  1956-57  were  unusually  large  compared 
with  imports  of  only  3,000  bales  of  American  in  1955-56,  and  8,000 
bales  in  195^-55 •    Shortage  of  supplies  from  Angola  and  Mozambique — 
normal  sources  of  Portugal's  cotton--along  with  competitive  pricing 
of  U.  S.  cotton  accounted  for  the  shift  in  imports. 

Total  cotton  imports  into  Portugal  during  the  1956-57  year  were 
221,000  bales,  8  percent  higher  than  imports  of  20^,000  bales  in  1955-56. 
Quantities  imported  in  these  2  years,  with  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses, 
were:    United  States  91,000  bales  (3^000);  Mozambique  90,000  (133,000); 
Angola  30,000  (31,000);  Mexico  3*000  ( 1,000)  5  and  Egypt  2,000  (l+,000). 
(continued  on  page  12) 
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Portugal's  cotton  consumption  decreased  slightly  during  the  1956-57 
season,  amounting  to  198,000  bales,  or  2  percent  below  1955-56  consump- 
tion of  203,000  bales.    Temporary  mill  closures  early  in  1957,  clue  to 
shortage  of  supplies  resulting  from  the  Suez  difficulties  and  the  dock 
strike  in  the  United  States,  cut  the  year's  total  consumption.    The  losses 
were  not  recovered  later  in  the  season. 

Conditions  in  the  textile  industry  otherwise  were  favorable  during 
1956-57,  and  the  outlook  for  1957-58  is  for  continued  improvement.  Cotton 
stocks  on  August  1,  1957,  were  57,000  bales,  up  sharply  from  stocks  of 
36,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier. 

SWITZERLAND'S  IMPORTS  OF  U.  S. 
COTTON  HIGHEST  IN  30  YEARS 

Switzerland's  imports  of  120,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  of  United 
States  cotton  during  the  August-July  1956-57  season  were  the  highest  in 
30  years,  and  probably  the  highest  on  record. 

Since  1933  the  U.'S.  share  of  the  Swiss  market  has  fluctuated  widely 
from  year  to  year.    In  1955-56  imports  were  only  17,000  bales,  or  11  per- 
cent of  the  total  in  contrast  to  1+9  percent  in  1956-57*    This  sharp  in- 
crease resulted  largely  from  competitive  pricing  of  U.  S.  cotton.  The 
Swiss  textile  industry  prefers  American  short  and  medium  staple  cotton 
when  prices  are  in  the  competitive  range  because  of  the  quality  and 
uniformity  of  the  American  product. 

Total  cotton  imports  in  1956-57  were  21+3,000  bales,  51  percent  above 
imports  of  161,000  bales  in  1955-56,  reflecting  a  higher  level  of  consump- 
tion and  a  tendency  to  rebuild  cotton  stocks.    Principal  sources  in  1956-57, 
with  comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    United  States 
120,000  bales  (17,000);  Peru  37,000  (27,000);  Mexico  33,000  (35,000); 
Egypt  29,000  (1+9,000);  Sudan  3,000  (5,000);  and  Syria  3,000  (3,000).  Im- 
ports during  the  first  3  months  of  1957-58  were  50,000  bales,  down  17 
percent  from  imports  of  60,000  bales  in  August-October  1956. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Switzerland  during  1956-57  amounted  to  188,000 
bales,  up  9  percent  from  consumption  of  172,000  bales  in  1955-56 .  The 
textile  industry  operated  at  a  high  level  in  1956-57,  due  to  greater  con- 
sumption and  also  to  forward  buying  by  the  industry  because  of  inflationary 
pressures.    Continued  strong  demand  is  expected  in  1957-58,  as  reflected  by 
firm  commitments,  although  the  rate  of  increase  may  level  off.  Consump- 
tion during  August-October  1957  was  1+9,000  bales,  compared  with  1+2,000 
bales  a  year  earlier. 

Cotton  stocks  on  October  31,  1957,  were  estimated  at  129,000  bales, 
about  the  same  as  on  August  1,  1957.    Stocks  on  August  1,  1956,were  79,000 
bales. 
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U.  S.  EDIBLE  OIL,  CAKE  AND  MEAL 
EXPORTS  FALL  SHARPLY  IN  NOVEMBER 

United  States  exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  in  November,  prelimin- 
arily estimated  by  the  Census  Bureau  at  1+1.3  million  pounds,  were  less  than  60 
percent  of  October  shipments  and  were  less  than  half  those  of  November  1956. 

Cottonseed  oil  exports  in  November,  estimated  at  29.8  million  pounds,  were 
8  percent  below  October  1957  and  nearly  1+0  percent  below  November  1956  ship- 
ments.   Cumulative  shipments  in  October -November  were  1  percent  higher  than 
those  of  the  first  2  months  of  the  marketing  year  1956-57 • 

Estimated  soybean  oil  exports  of  11. 5  million  pounds  in  November  repre- 
sented a  decline  of  70  percent  from  the  previous  month  and  from  November  1956. 
October-November  shipments  were  nearly  60  percent  below  those  of  the  comparable 
period  last  marketing  year. 

COTTONSEED  OIL,  SOYBEAN  OIL,  OILCAKES  AND  MEALS:    U.S.  preliminary  estimates 
of  exports  in  November  1957  and  October-November  1957-58,  and  actual 
exports  November  1956  and  October -November  1956-57 


i 


'  November 

:  October-November 

C  ommodity 

'  1956 

:  1957 
[Preliminary 

:  1956-57 

:  1957-58 
[Preliminary 

Million  pounds 

'        Million  pounds 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined  and  : 

13.7  ' 

•  9 

33-9 

h.l 

'  1.9 

23.8 

:  Ik.i 

I       1.6  : 
U5.9 

13.^ 

3.3 
1+5.6 

Total  cottonseed  oil... 

1+8.5 

29.8 

j       61.6  ; 

62.3 

Soybean  oil,  refined  and  J 

2.9 

2k.O 
12.0 

:  2.1 

'  1.5 

:  7.9 

!        7.*  ' 

:      79.2  : 
:       3^  : 

:  7.0 

10.5 
32.1 

< 

38.9  ' 

:  11.5 

121.0 

U9.6 

Total  cottonseed  and 

87.  h 

:  1+1.3 

:      182.6  : 

111.9 

Thousand  short  tons 


7.3 
11.9 

5 1 


55.4 


lh.6 


5.^ 
•2.9 
37.3 


Cottonseed  cake  and  meal ...... : 

Linseed  cake  and  meal  : 

Soybean  cake  and  meal,  : 

?  jfotal._cake  and  meal, ...  :  

.Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

[(continued  on  page  Ik) 


h-5,6 


Thousand  short  tons 


12.5 
18.8 

113.3 


lkh.6 


5.6 
5.2 

61+.3 


75.1 


Hi- 
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United  States  exports  of  cake  and  meal  in  November  are  estimated  at 
U5.6  thousand  short  tons,  a  decrease  of  nearly  k-0  percent  from  November  1956, 
but  an  increase  of  over  one-half  from  October  of  this  year.    Thus,  cumulative 
exports  for  October-November  total  but  slightly  more  than  half  the  volume 
exported  in  the  corresponding  2-month  period  in  1956. 

Soybean  inspections  for  export  through  the  week  ended  November  29 
totaled  13.3  million  bushels,  compared  with  inspections  of  12.6  million 
bushels  through  November  30  last  year.    Estimated  October-November  ship- 
ments of  23.2  million  bushels  were  up  2  percent  from  last  year. 


YUGOSLAV  COTTON  IMPORTS 
DOWN  IN  1956-57 

Yugoslavia's  cotton  imports  of  153*000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during 
the  country's  1956-57  cotton  season  (July  1-June  30)  were  down  22  percent 
from  imports  of  196,000  hales  in  1955-56.    Consumption,  however,  increased 
over  the  previous  year,  and  the  reduction  of  imports  in  1956-57  is  there- 
fore expected  to  be  offset  by  higher  volume  in  1957-58. 

Imports  of  United  States  cotton,  mostly  financed  by  Public  Law  hSO 
or  Section  k02  programs,  were  111,000  bales  in  1956-57*  up  about  19  percent 
from  imports  of  93*000  hales  in  1955-56.    Imports  from  other  major  sources 
declined.    Quantities  imported  from  other  countries  in  1956-57*  with 
comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Egypt  17*000  bales  (19*000); 
Greece  1^,000  (20,000);  Burma  5,000  ( 5*000);  Brazil  2,000  (25,000);  Sudan 
1,000  (none);  U.S.S.R,  none  (26,000);  and  Turkey  none  (6,000). 

On  June  30*  1957*  Yugoslav  cotton  stocks  had  fallen  to  k2} 000  hales, 
compared  with  7^,000  hales  held  a  year  earlier.    About  51*000  hales  of 
U.  S.  cotton  were  scheduled  for  July  and  August  arrival,  however,  which 
would  rebuild  stocks  to  higher  levels. 

Cotton  consumption  in  1956-57  was  estimated  at  200,000  bales,  up 
about  10  percent  from  consumption  of  181,000  hales  in  1955-56.    A  further 
increase,  possibly  7  or  8  percent,  is  anticipated  in  1957-58.    Demand  for 
cotton  textiles  is  high  in  Yugoslavia,  and  the  industry  is  reported  to  he 
operating  above  its  rated  capacity.    The  anticipated  addition  of  ^5, 000 
rebuilt  spindles  in  May  I958  will  bring  the  total  number  of  spindles  to 
1*09,000. 

Yugoslavia  produces  small  quantities  of  cotton,  mostly  in  Macedonia. 
Production  in  1956-57  "was  estimated  at  15,000  hales,  compared  with  li+,00C 
bales  in  1955-56.    These  figures  include  about  6,000  bales  per  year  which 
are  utilized  in  home  spinning  and  mattress  making  but  do  not  enter  com- 
mercial channels . 
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WORLD  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  PRICES  s    Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 
(U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Country,  market,  and 
description 


Butter 


1957 


Quotations 


Cur- 

rent 


Month 
earlier 


Tear 
earlier 


Cheese 


1957 


Quotations 


Cur- 
rent 


Month 
earlier 


Year 
earlier 


United  Kingdom  (London) 
New  Zealand,  finest-— 

Australian  choicest-  

New  Zealand,  finest 

white  — 

Australian  choicest 

white——  — 


Nov. 28 
Nov. 2 8 


32.5 
32.U 


35.6 
35.5 


Australia  (Sydney) 

Choicest  butter  

Choicest  cheddar  • 


Nov. 28 


U6.7 


U6.7 


Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 

Creamery  butter  

Cheese —  — 


Nov. 28 


5U.8 


5U.8 


Denmark  (Copenhagen)  — 

France  (Paris) 
Charentes  creamery — - — - 


Germany  (Kempten) 
Markenbutter  


United  States 
92-score  creamery  (N.Y.) 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin)— 


Nov. 28 
Nov. 29 
Nov. 27 
Nov. 26 


36.3 


83.li. 


68.1 


61.2 


.36.1 


73.7 


68.0 


60.5 


Netherlands  (Leeuwarden) 

Creamery  butter  

Full  cream  Gouda — •  

Edam,  UO  percent —  


Nov. 30 


/ 

U9.9 


19. 9 


Belgium  (Hasselt)- 


Canada  (Montreal) 
1st  grade  creamery- 
Ontario  white-  


Nov. 28 
Nov. 23 


8U.0 


6h.0 


76.0 


63.3 


35.8 
35.2 


U6.7 


U8.9 


U6.2 


86.8 


67.6 


63.8 


U9.5 


Nov.  2&i 
Nov.  28b 

Nov.  2& 


16.  h 
15.6 

28.2 


16.  h 
15.6 

28.2 


37.2 
35.5 

28.2 


Nov.  28;  30.8  ,  30.8 


30.8 


Nov.  26t  35.0 


Nov.  22  23.5 
Nov.  23  21.0 


81.5 


60, 


35.0 


35.0 


23.0  •  25.5 
21.0  :  23.I 


Nov.  23?  35.1*  *  35.lt 


35.h 


Source:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee 5  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USD A. 
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URUGUAY  EXPECTS  INCREASED 
OILSEED  OUTPUT  IN  1957-58 

Sunflower  seed  production  in  Uruguay  in  the  1957-58  crop  year  is  unoffi- 
cially forecast  at  around  77,000  short  tons.    This  is  about  1+0  percent  more 
than  tonnage  produced  in  1956-57--a  poor  crop  year  because  dry  weather  during 
the  growing  season  (November  to  February)  greatly  reduced  yields.    It  is,  how 
ever,  slightly  below  the  outturn  in  1955-56. 

Neither  sunflower  seed  nor  sunflower  seed  oil  was  exported  from  Uruguay 
during  1957  due  to  the  poor  1956-57  crop.     In  November  1957,  oil  processors 
requested  permission  to  import  11,000  tons  of  sunflower  seed  from  Argentina 
in  order  to  operate  for  a  greater  length  of  time,  but  the  request  was  not 
granted  and  there  appears  to  be  little  chance  that  it  will  be. 


OILSEEDS:    Uruguay,  acreage  and  production,  crop  years 
1955-56,  1956-57,  and  1957-58  ' 


Acreage 

'  Production 

Revised 
!  1955-56 

'Estimated 
!  1956-57 

Forecast 
,  1957-58 

Revised  'Estimated 
1955-56  ;  1956-57 

Forecast 

:  1957-58 

Acres 

[  Acres 

Acres 

Short  tons  Short  tons 

[Short  tons 

Edible : 

Sunflower  seed. . 

1+75,980 
15,300 

:  308,160 
:  18,525 

:  120,000  : 
19,760 

79,020  :  ^7,620 
:     5,625  :  h,6i0 

77,000 
•  7,700 

Industrial: 

•  277,090  : 

323,715 

:  3^0,385 

V  56,535  !2/76,iU5 

'3/79,750 

l/  2.02  million  bushels.  2/  2.72  million  bushels.  3/  2.85  million  bushels. 
Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 


Uruguay  produces  relatively  small  quantities  of  peanuts,  and  practically 
all  of  them  are  crushed  for  oil.     In  1957-58,  production  is  forecast  at  7,700 
tons,  1+0  percent  greater  than  in  1956-57  and  one-fourth  above  the  1955-56  out- 
put.    In  order  to  promote  peanut  production,  the  government  of  Uruguay  has 
established  a  peanut  experimental  area  and  also  guarantees  producers  a  minimum 
price . 

Production  of  olive  oil  in  Uruguay  from  the  1957  olive  crop  may  reach  an 
estimated  890  short  tons,  continuing  a  slight  upward  trend.    In  1956-57,  about 
880  tons  were  produced,  and  in  1955-56  the  outturn  was  around  87O  tons. 

The  1957-58  flaxseed  crop  is  forecast  at  2.85  million  bushels,  compared 
with  2.7  million  bushels  harvested  in  1956-57  and  2.0  million  bushels  in  1955-56* 
Some  excessive  wet  weather  in  late  November  may  reduce  yields  slightly,  but  is 
not  expected  to  affect  the  crop  seriously. 
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The  Uruguayan  Government  supported  flaxseed  prices  for  the 
1956-57  crop  at  a  level  above  world  prices,  so  crushers  were  un- 
able to  compete  in  the  world  market  for  linseed  oil.    However , 
on  August  29,  the  government  issued  a  decree  whereby  the  Bank 
of  the  Republic  would  purchase  22,0^6  tons  of  linseed  oil  from 
crushers  at  cost  and  export  at  world  prices.    As  of  December  1, 
1957 y  all  the  oil  had  been  purchased  and  almost  all  had  been 
exported. 

AUSTRALIAN  DECIDUOUS  FRUIT 
OUTLOOK  FAVORABLE 

Production  prospects  for  1957-58  deciduous  fruit  in  Australia 
are  reported  to  be  good  despite  the  relatively  dry  season. 

Apple  production  is  expected  to  be  substantially  above  that 
in  1956-57«    All  provinces  of  Australia  are  predicting  crops  at 
least  equal  to  those  of  the  last  crop  year,  and  Tasmania  and 
New  South  Wales  look  for  bumper  yields.    In  some  areas,  notably 
New  South  Wales,  large  acreages  devoted  to  apples  are  unirrigated, 
and  a  continuation  of  present  dry  weather  might  materially  reduce 
production  estimates.    However,  on  the  basis  of  current  conditions, 
an  apple  crop  of  about  13  million  bushels  is  likely.  Production 
in  1956-57  totaled  11.8  million  bushels. 

Pear  production  also  is  expected  to  increase  over  1956-57 • 
Victoria  and  Tasmania  both  predict  increases,  while  other  areas 
anticipate  about  the  same  size  harvests  as  in  the  last  crop  year. 
Total  Australian  pear  production  probably  will  be  around  ^.5 
million  bushels,  compared  with  3»8  million  in  1956-57* 

Canning  peaches  have  set  excellent  crops  in  the  Goulburn 
Valley  and  Murrumbidgee  area.    Relatively  dry  weather  has  kept 
brown  rot  to  a  minimum,  and  losses  will, therefore  be  negligible 
this  year.    Dessert  varieties  are  also  up,  and  total  peach  pro- 
duction is  expected  to  reach  nearly  2  million  bushels.    This  is 
above  last  year's  level  but  still  substantially  below  the  average 
crop  of  3  to  3*5  million  bushels  harvested  prior  to  the  1956 
season  floods. 

Exports  of  fresh  apples  and  pears  are  likely  to  exceed  ex- 
ports in  1956-57. 

Canned  pear  and  canned  peach  packs  will  be  larger,  but  most 
of  the  increase  in  pears  probably  will  move  domestically.  Canned 
pears  were  in  surplus  on  U.  K.  markets  during  last  year,  and 
canners  carried  over  substantial  quantities.    On  the  other  hand, 
the  canned  peach  increase  will  be  packed  chiefly  for  the  export 
market. 
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CANADA'S  WHEAT  EXPORTS  IN  1957-58 
MAY  EXCEED  300  MILLION  BUSHELS 

Canadian  wheat  and  wheat  flour  exports  in  terms  of  wheat  from  August  1 
to  December  h,  1957 >  total  107.1  million  "bushels.    Actual  exports  during 
the  first  h  months  of  the  previous  marketing  year  were  110.9  million  bushels. 

If  the  Export  Credits  Insurance  Act  authorization  is  increased  to  $200 
million,  Canadian  trade  officials  believe  that  additional  sales  of  wheat  on 
credit  to  several  countries  are  possible.    It  is  also  quite  likely  that 
something  will  be  worked  out  in  order  to  ship  more  wheat  to  India.    In  the 
light  of  these  possibilities,  Canada's  total  exports  for  the  current  mar- 
keting year  (August  1957- July  1958)  should  be  between  300  and  350  million 
bushels.    Total  exports  for  the  1956-57  marketing  year  amounted  to  263  mil- 
lion bushels,  and  for  the  previous  year,  309  million  bushels. 

The  Netherlands,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  United  States  took  more 
Canadian  wheat  during  the  first  3  months  of  the  current  marketing  year  than 
they  did  in  the  corresponding  period  in  195^.    There  was  a  noticeable 
decrease  in  wheat  exports  to  West  Germany,  Japan,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  and 
Latin  American  countries  during  the  August-October  period. 


Total  exports  of  wheat  flour  during  the  first  3  months  of  this  market- 
ing year  were  10  percent  below  wheat  flour  exports  for  the  same  period  last 
year.  While  the  Philippine  Republic  took  a  larger  volume,  shipments  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  to  Venezuela  decreased. 

Barley  exports  from  August  1  to  December  k,  1957 ,  totaled  2^.1  million 
bushels,  compared  with  37.5  million  during  the  same  period  of  1956.  There 
was  a  substantial  reduction  this  fall  in  barley  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  while  shipments  to  the  United  States  and  to  Japan  have  been  running 
about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Oats  exports  from  August  1  to  December  k,  1957 ,  amounted  to  13.U 
million  bushels,  in  contrast  to  k.Q  million  bushels  during  the  same  period 
a  year  earlier.    Practically  all  of  Canada's  exported  oats  go  to  the  United 
States. 


*   ¥r  * 
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Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon  request 
(single  copies)  to  persons  in  the  United  States 
from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service ;  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture ;  Washington  25^  D.  C. 
Room  5922.    Phone:    REpublic  7-41^2,  Ext.  2kh$. 

Cotton  in  Five  Eurasian  Countries.  FAS-M-28. 


Production  Estimates  1957-58  Indicate  Further  Coffee  Stock  Accumulation. 


FCOF  8-57. 

Northern  Hemisphere  1957  Stone  Fruit  Production  5  Percent  Below  1956. 


FDAP  10-57. 
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